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Attendees 
Water Suppliers 
Berkeley County Water: 
Alison Auvil 
Mitchell Henson 
  
City of Rockville:  
Yaolin Fennell 

Craig Simoneau 

 
DC Water: 
Seth Charde 

Morris Nuamah 

Matt Ries 

Maureen Schmelling 
Gregory Vernon 
  
Fairfax Water: 
Nicki Bellezza 

Jojean Bolton 
Scott Dewhirst 

Susan Miller 

Greg Prelewicz  
Anne Spiesman 
Steven Webb 

Amanda Wheeler 

 

Frederick County, MD: 

Andrew Stine 

Joshua Smith 

 

Town of Leesburg: 
Melissa Andrews 

Joe Phillips 

 

 

Loudoun Water: 
Cathy Cogswell 

Jessica Edwards-Brandt 

Carolyn Hannoch 

Anurag Mantha 

Mark Peterson 

 

Washington 

Aqueduct/USACE: 

Tayina Tardieu 
 

WSSC Water: 
Chrstina Davis 
Katie Foreman 

Robin Forte 

Clark Howells 

Gabbie Lafayette 
Steven Nelson 
Laura O'Donnell  

Sagar Patel 
Deborah Pitts 

Bradley Schmitz 

Jin Shin 

Priscilla To 
Deborah Vacs Renwick 

Sydney Williams 
  
State and Local Agencies 
DC DOEE: 
Jayne Brown 

Young Tsuei 
  
MDE: 
John Anthony 

Robert Peoples 

 

PA DEP:  

David Bolig 

Adrian Bouknight 

 

VDH: 
Stacey Smith 
  
VDEQ 
Cloe Weedon 
  
WV DHHR 
Kristen Muller 

Brian Carr 
 

Federal and Regional 

Agencies 
EPA Region 3: 
Chris Anderson 
Beth Garcia 

Heather Arvanghi 
  
ICPRB: 
Claire Buchanan 
Renee Bourassa 
Heidi Moltz 
Serena Moncion 
Garett Pignotti 

Shoukoufeh Pourshahabi 

Cherie Schultz 

Mary Stack 

Renee Thompson 
  
MWCOG: 
Caitlin Bolton 

Sushanth Gupta 
Lisa Ragain 
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USGS:  

John Lastram 

   

Guest Speakers: 
American Water Works 

Association: 

Tracy Mehan  
 

 

Groundwater Protection 

Council: 

Sylvia Malm

 

Business Meeting 

The August 5th, 2026 Quarterly Meeting was held virtually on Microsoft Teams. There were 68 

attendees.  

 

Executive Summary 

Meeting Purpose & Key Themes 

The August meeting built on priorities identified during the May strategic discussions, with a focus 

on strengthening regional coordination and translating DWSPP’s collaborative work into practical 

source water protection action. Members received updates on Partnership and workgroup 

activities and explored two timely opportunities for regional engagement: leveraging Farm Bill and 

NRCS programs to advance on-the-ground source water protection, and preparing for emerging 

drinking water monitoring and regulatory priorities through UCMR 6 and CCL 6. Discussions 

emphasized using DWSPP’s regional partnerships, data, research, and collective expertise to 

identify priority areas, connect members with resources and funding, anticipate emerging 

contaminants, and determine where coordinated Partnership action can add value. 

Program and Workgroup Updates 

• PFAS Ad Hoc Workgroup progress: research coordination, source identification efforts, 

monitoring initiatives, and utility-led investigations in Maryland and Virginia. Nearly $2 

million in PFAS-related research and implementation efforts have supported DWSPP 

membership. PFAS work is increasingly being distributed to the appropriate standing 

groups: research to the Research Steering Committee, source-data management to EDM, 

unregulated PFAS knowledge sharing to CEC, and communications needs to Reaching 

Out as they arise. 

• Ongoing review of industrial and wastewater discharge permits through the Urban & 

Industrial Issues Workgroup, with particular attention to PFAS monitoring and future 

regulatory considerations. 
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• Early Warning/Emergency Response: Continued planning for a basin-wide spill response 

exercise in 2027 and renewed focus on contaminants likely to be included in upcoming 

federal monitoring requirements. 

• Water Quality has been sunsetted with much of its work moving into Environmental Data 

and Mapping workgroup while Agriculture remains paused but relevant and potentially 

re-engageable. There has been direct engagement with NRCS related to source water 

protection and led by the coordinator of DWSPP. 

• Action items from the Reaching Out Workgroup:  

o Promote Source Water Protection Week (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) by sharing the outreach 

toolkit with your organization’s communications staff if applicable and 

participating in the campaign activities. 

o Share the August 19 Small Systems Roundtable in Moorefield WV with eligible 

operators and partners (staff of small water systems in the vicinity, including 

western MD and western VA) 

o Save the date for the next DWSPP Quarterly Meeting on November 17 and 

continue bringing forward future agenda topics and partnership priorities. 

From National Policy to Regional Perspectives: Farm Bill Source Water Protection, 
NRCS Engagement, and Emerging Federal Drinking Water Initiatives  

Tracy Mehan (AWWA) provided the featured presentation on the 2026 Farm Bill, highlighting 

the evolution of source water protection provisions in the Farm Bill, opportunities for utilities to 

engage in agricultural conservation programs, and potential priorities for future reauthorization. 

His presentation was followed by additional perspectives from Sylvia Malm (Groundwater 

Protection Council) and Beth Garcia (EPA Region 3), who shared resources, examples, and 

practical approaches for working with NRCS and other partners to move from priority-setting to 

on-the-ground source water protection. 

Discussion emphasized strengthening relationships with NRCS State Conservationists, 

participating in State Technical Committees and source water protection processes, refining 

priority source water areas, and better connecting utilities with available conservation and 

infrastructure funding. Programs discussed included EQIP, RCPP, NWQI, SRF, Section 319, and 

WIFIA. Examples from Pennsylvania and elsewhere demonstrated how sustained utility-agency 

partnerships can help direct conservation investments toward drinking water priorities. 

In a separate discussion led by Anne Spiesman (Fairfax Water), members reviewed emerging 

federal drinking water initiatives, including proposed UCMR 6 monitoring requirements and the 
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draft CCL 6. The discussion highlighted opportunities for members to share information and 

coordinate around emerging contaminants and reinforced the value of DWSPP's existing 

monitoring, research, and regional collaboration in helping members anticipate future drinking 

water priorities. 

Action Items 

• Promote and participate in Source Water Protection Week (9/27 – 10/3) activities and 

share outreach materials with communications staff. 

• Continue engagement with NRCS, State Technical Committees, and source water 

protection subcommittees to refine priority areas and advance conservation investments. 

• Expand communication of funding opportunities and resources available through federal 

initiatives discussed during the meeting. 

• Facilitate information sharing among members preparing individual comments on UCMR 

6; comments are due August 31. Revisit NRCS source water priority-area refinement at 

the November Annual Meeting and identify members interested in supporting the next 

annual refinement and implementation cycle. Invite former Water Quality Workgroup 

members to participate in the Environmental Data & Mapping Workgroup as Water 

Quality activities and resources transition into EDM. 

Detailed Meeting Minutes 

Welcome, Introductions & Meeting Objectives 

Katie Foreman, WSSC Water 

Regional coordination remains a key strength of the Partnership. Building on priorities identified 

during the May meeting—including monitoring and research, regional coordination, and 

communication and outreach—the August meeting focused on timely national initiatives with 

direct relevance to source water protection in the Potomac basin. Discussions on EPA’s UCMR 

6 and CCL 6 and opportunities associated with the 2026 Farm Bill were intended to help 

members anticipate emerging priorities, identify opportunities for engagement, and consider 

where coordinated regional action can add value. 
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Workgroup and Partnership Updates  

Renee Thompson, ICPRB 

Program Updates 

• The DWSPP Annual Meeting will take place in-person on Tuesday, November 17 at the 

WSSC Water Support Center: 14501 Sweitzer Lane, Laurel MD 20707 

• New partnerships: ICPRB has provided Virginia Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) with DWSPP-identified priority HUC-12 areas for consideration as part of its 

FY2027 source water priority-area refinement process. In addition, staff has been 

attending State Conservationist meetings in WV, MD and PA. Xylem real-time water 

quality monitoring buoy site selection and deployment is in progress. Unfortunately, a 

suitable location has not been found to properly mount the buoy in the river. As the 

project advances, ICPRB will continue to update DWSPP members.  

• FY26 dues status report: 82% of dues have been received. Remaining partners to finalize 

annual dues payments before end of FY26 (September 30).  

 

DWSPP Workgroups  

PFAS Ad Hoc 

Priscilla To, WSSC Water 

• Since 2023, significant progress has been made on its goals. There is more source water 

data on PFAS, more individual data on PFAS than in 2023, and we have entered the 

MCL compliance monitoring period. Research priorities identified by DWSPP (during 

the 2025 research priorities workshop, members honed in on PFAS and algae as top 

issues) led to PFAS-focused projects and stronger research coordination among members.  

• What do DWSPP members need? Research needs have been passed on to the Research 

Steering Committee, PFAS source data management has been passed to the 

Environmental Data and Mapping Workgroup, knowledge-sharing on unregulated PFAS 

has been passed to the CEC Workgroup, and communications supporting advocacy 

around source water protection can be asked of the Reaching Out Workgroup or other 

members as needed (no specific requests have been made yet).  

• Member sharing: two members who have assessed PFAS risk in their systems will share 

recent experience and response for the benefit of other members.  

o WSSC Water:  
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▪ Thanks to the DWSPP variability study, one Potomac source water hot 

spot had been identified near one intake. A county task force has been 

formed to address the source.  

▪ Holistic treatment pilot (2027) looking at all Safe Drinking Water Act 

compliance.  

▪ wastewater/biosolids: Maryland and Virginia have recently legislated 

limits for PFAS in biosolids 

• Sewershed fingerprinting:  

• entering multiple industrial source investigations,  

• land application fate and transport study and multiple treatment 

studies in case centralized treatment is needed to lower PFAS 

levels in biosolids 

o Fairfax Water 

▪ Occoquan source efforts  

• new legislative requirements in Virginia (HB2050: Occoquan 

Reservoir PFAS Reduction Program and HB1443: Owners of 

sewage treatment works; land application, marketing, or 

distributing of sewage sludge) require monitoring:  

o One is a statewide piece of legislation that requires when 

MCLs are exceeded at the drinking water intake level, in 

this case, future MCLs for PFAS, that then that information 

gets provided to VDH, the water supplier submits that to 

VDH, who then works with DEQ on a plan and initiates 

monitoring at upstream facilities that may be potentially 

contributing.  

o Fairfax Water highlighted new Virginia legislation 

establishing processes for upstream PFAS source 

investigation when drinking water MCL exceedances 

occur, with additional requirements specific to industrial 

dischargers affecting the Occoquan Reservoir. 

• Occoquan-specific legislation establishes additional PFAS 

requirements for certain industrial dischargers and facilities with 

industrial pretreatment permits. If those facilities are determined to 

be contributing to a drinking water MCL exceedance, they may be 

https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2050
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20251/HB2050
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1443
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1443
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB1443
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required to treat their discharge to meet the applicable PFAS MCL. 

Watershed/reservoir PFAS monitoring to identify hotspots.  

• Developing research projects:  

o WRF #5345 “One PFAS” looking at potential wastewater 

and drinking water interventions 

o WRF #5355: Forensics: focus on Occoquan water source 

o Federal: NIST-VT-GMU partnership 

▪ Occoquan Treatment 

• Piloting, residuals studies 

• Design/construct collaborative design-build approach on a 

Powdered Activated Carbon system (PAC), developing PAC 

treatment strategy 

• Almost $2 million in research activity has benefitted this membership. In assessing the 

scope of the DWSPP workgroups, consider how actions can be cross-pollinated. The 

PFAS ad-hoc workgroup will discuss whether PFAS should continue to be a special 

focus area.   

• Members interested in PFAS-related efforts should coordinate with work group 

leadership. 

Urban & Industrial Issues 

• The workgroup looks at industrial sources with an impact to source waters with NPDES 

permits up for renewal. They last met on June 29 and July 27. Their discussion included:  

o The following NPDES permit renewals:  

▪ Alliant Techsystems/Allegany Ballistics – responsiveness letter from 

WVDEP 

▪ Moorefield, WV 

• poultry processing facility in municipality 

▪ Berkeley County Public Sanitary Sewer District (PSSD), WV 

• 2 facilities have industrial Significant Industrial Users (SIUs). One 

has a large consumer product manufacturing facility.  

▪ Opequon WRF near Winchester, VA 

• 2 dozen industrial users, 6 of which are SIUs 

▪ Trans-Tech, MD 

• Electronics manufacturing facility in Frederick County, MD 
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o PFAS 

▪ Inquired to WV DEP whether PFAS monitoring was being incorporated at 

Berkeley County facilities mentioned above, given the SIUs. WV DEP not 

aware of PFAS levels at those facilities and therefore it has not required 

PFAS monitoring. 

▪ Opequon 

• VA DEQ not being required to initiate PFAS monitoring during 

this cycle. 

• Data from DWSPP research will be important as it will be 

considered for future regulatory requirements by the states 

o WaterSuite enhancements continue providing permit, chemical storage, and GIS 

contaminant tracking information for emergency preparedness. 

Environmental Data and Mapping Workgroup 

• The work group finalized a charter with initial goals focused on partnership-wide data 

sharing, mapping coordination, and GIS resource integration. 

• An inventory of mapping tools, datasets, and GIS resources is being developed. 

• Opportunities were identified to integrate DWSPP mapping resources with WaterSuite, 

EPA tools, and PFAS mapping applications. 

• Members discussed expanding practical use case demonstrations, case studies, and 

training resources. 

• Chair to invite Former Water Quality workgroup members to the EDM workgroup (next 

meeting on September 23).  

Agricultural Issues 

• This workgroup focuses on rural, agricultural and forest issues in the upper watershed as 

a complement to the other types of landscapes in the basin.  

• Most recent chair, Pam Kenel, has retired. The agricultural issues workgroup is “on 

pause”, as an opportunity to re-engage and potential new leadership. 

• Work with NRCS and furthering the land prioritization dataset would complement the 

focus of this workgroup 

Reaching Out Workgroup 

• Source Water Protection Week: September 27 – October 3 
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o Social Media Toolkit is available for use by participating organizations in the 

Potomac watershed. Please share this information with your organization’s 

communications/social media staff.  

o New this year: “Anything But a Cup” (ABC) on Thursday, October 1 – Collect 

and post selfies of your staff enjoying water from any container besides a cup. 

The most creative idea will be recognized on ICPRB’s social media and at the 

DSWPP Annual meeting.  

• Small Systems Roundtable – Moorefield, WV - August 2026 

o Audience: Small & rural community water systems (WV focus; PA/MD/VA 

systems will be invited)  

o Purpose: Share practical tools, resources, and peer experiences to support source 

water protection and operations  

o Key Topics:  

▪ Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) – monitoring, response, treatment 

considerations  

▪ Agricultural impacts & BMPs (poultry operations)  

▪ State funding opportunities (WVDH, SRF)  

▪ Local case study (Elks Run watershed efforts)  

▪ Operator-focused breakout discussions (needs, challenges, solutions) 

o Members are asked to help recruit attendees, particularly operators eligible for 

continuing education credits. 

• Winter Salt Week: January 24 – 30 

o Mini webinars in development 

o On January 23, a public Winter Salt Open House will take place at Seven Locks 

Brewery in Rockville, MD. This is intended to diversify the audience and bring 

broad awareness to the issue of oversalting.  

o Winter Salt Smart “brewery trail” idea developing in the long-term. Two 

breweries have agreed to brew their own salty beer to raise awareness of the 

winter salt issue. Any ideas or connections with breweries within any of the basin 

jurisdictions that might be interested in partnering are welcome. Contact Renee 

Bourassa and Serena Moncion with ideas.  

 

https://potomacdwspp.org/about-us/reaching-out-workgroup/
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Early Warning and Emergency Response 

Anne Spiesman, Fairfax Water 

• The work group continues meeting bimonthly and is preparing for a full spill exercise 

planned for 2027. WSSC Water is leading planning efforts for the event.  

• A spill exercise demonstration was presented at the AWWA Annual Conference and 

Expo in DC. Thank you to Sarah Ahmed and Renee Bourassa, and panelists.  

• Collaboration continues with ICPRB's spill section (Sarah Ahmed and Alimatou Seck) to 

improve spill modeling capabilities. 

Contaminants of Emerging Concern 

Bradley Schmitz, WSSC Water (note: New Chair will be Christina Davis) 

• No meeting took place this past quarter as Bradley transitioned to a new role at WSSC 

Water. CEC will reconvene with a particular focus on UCMR 6.  

• Bradley to reconvene Research Steering Committee in the fall after the WRF proposals 

are wrapped up.  

Research Steering Committee and Coordination 

Katie Foreman transitioning committee leadership to Bradley Schmitz 

• Focus: research needs on topics other than PFAS; building upon prioritization  

• long-term: new leadership will be needed on the CEC workgroup 

• Research proposals:  

o Johns Hopkins University submitting an unsolicited Water Research Foundation 

proposal that could increase partnership-supported research funding to more than 

$2.5 million. 

o National recognition; utilities joining DWSPP efforts and willing to share their 

data on source tracking and fingerprinting.  

 

Key Points & Action Items from Workgroup Updates 

• Promote Source Water Protection Week (Sept. 27-Oct. 3) by sharing the outreach toolkit 

with your organization’s communications staff if applicable and participating in the 

campaign activities. 
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• Share the August 19 Small Systems Roundtable in Moorefield WV with eligible 

operators and partners (staff of small water systems in the vicinity, including western MD 

and western VA) 

• Save the date for the next DWSPP Quarterly Meeting on November 17 and continue 

bringing forward future agenda topics and partnership priorities. 

 

Farm Bill Source Water Protection: Moving from Priority Areas to On-the 

Ground Conservation 
Tracy Mehan, Executive Director of Government Affairs, American Water Works 

Association 
• Tracy gave compliments to the Partnership. He presented several years ago on behalf of 

the US Endowment for Forestry and Communities. 

• 2026 Farm Bill reauthorization priorities handout and source water protection 

collaboration resources were shared. The AWWA is advocating to preserve and 

strengthen provisions added in the 2018 Farm Bill, including: 

o Recognition of source water protection as a conservation priority. 

o The NRCS 10% conservation funding set-aside for source water protection. 

o Increased cost-share opportunities (up to 90%) for practices that improve 

downstream drinking water sources. 

• AWWA is advocating for greater accountability and transparency from USDA and 

NRCS regarding: 

o How source water protection funding is being distributed. 

o How to help states meet the 10% set-aside target. 

o Tracking of priority areas, conservation practices, acres treated, and funding 

obligated. 

• Comments on source water protection implementation at the state level:  

o Some states actively track source water investments and engage utilities. 

o Others provide limited information and require formal information requests to 

obtain funding data. 

• Status of 2026 Farm Bill:  

o House Bill passed and has provisions that are AWWA-approved 

o Senate version has less than was asked for, and has not passed out of its 

Agriculture committee 

• Recommendations:  

o Engage with State Conservationists to refine Source Water Protection areas. Work 

to prioritize funding within the Potomac basin by showing up and building 

relationships (in person) with those key staff.  

https://icprb.sharepoint.com/sites/DWSPP/Shared%20Documents/Meetings/2026/Aug%205/2026%20AWWA%20Farm%20Bill%20Priorities%20in%20House%20Farm%20Bill.docx
https://icprb.sharepoint.com/sites/DWSPP/Shared%20Documents/Meetings/2026/Aug%205/Mehan_et_al-2019-Journal_-_American_Water_Works_Association%20(1).pdf
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o Work with or establish a Source Water Protection subcommittee within the NRCS 

State Technical Committees to provide a dedicated venue for source water 

discussions and funding prioritization in each of the basin states (Virginia has a 

subcommittee.)  

o Connect with EPA Region 3’s staff, who work with the state conservationists in 

the respective states.  

• Areas for progress here to continue within the Ag workgroup 

• Funding opportunities:  

o Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). DWSPP could potentially 

pursue watershed-scale opportunities in the future. (individual utilities or 

DWSPP-wide application) 

o WIFIA 

o Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) 

o Drinking Water SRF set-asides 
o Section 319 funding as match support for watershed projects. 

 

National Source Water Collaborative: Resources for Partnering with NRCS 

Sylvia Malm, Ground Water Protection Council 

• Sylvia introduced the Source Water Collaborative (SWC), a national partnership of 31 

organizations working to protect drinking water sources. Members include AWWA, 

National Rural Water Association, NRCS, EPA, the National Association of 

Conservation Districts, and other national organizations.  

• SWC provides tools and resources to help source water protection organizations build 

partnerships with NRCS, conservation districts, agricultural producers, and other 

partners. Resources highlighted included the Agricultural Collaboration Toolkit, 

webinars, guides, and other partnership-building materials.  

• DWSPP is part of a national network of 42 state, regional/watershed, and local source 

water collaboratives, providing opportunities to learn from and share approaches with 

similar partnerships across the country.  

• Sylvia highlighted the Upper & Middle James Riparian Consortium as an example of 

collaborative implementation, including coordinated targeting, landowner outreach, and 

prioritization of riparian restoration investments.  

• For the FY2027 NRCS Source Water Local Priority Area process, states may identify 

HUC-12 watersheds with drinking water quality and/or quantity concerns covering up to 



   
 

 

Potomac Drinking Water 

Source Protection 

Partnership Quarterly 

Meeting Summary 
 

 

 

   
 

20% of the state’s land area; states may request a waiver to exceed that threshold. Priority 

conservation practices can receive enhanced producer payment rates of up to 90%.  

• Sylvia encouraged DWSPP members to build relationships with their NRCS state offices 

and participate in State Technical Committees and source water subcommittees, where 

available, to help communicate drinking water priorities and inform conservation 

investments.  

• SWC’s “Collaboration Can Protect Sources of Drinking Water” resource illustrates how 

state source water programs and conservation partners can work together to target 

conservation funding, engage landowners, and demonstrate water-quality results.  

 

EPA Region 3 Farm Bill Collaboration Strategy 
Beth Garcia, EPA Region 3 

• EPA Region 3’s team:  

o Beth Garcia: Pennsylvania and West Virginia 

o Chris Anderson: DC and Virginia 

o Payton Wood: Maryland and Delaware 

• Region 3 Drinking Water Source Protection Program: building and enhancing 

partnerships 

• Goal: assist partners at NRCS with identification of SWP areas to direct 10% of 

conservation program spending 

o key partners: NRCS State Conservationist; Regional/state source water program, 

water utilities and source water collaboratives 

• Collaboration Strategy breakdown 

o NRCS Sends out the Source Water Protection bulletin in spring for annual update 

to SWP areas and practices. In FY26, this bulletin was a few months later than 

usual.  

o Summary of EPA Region 3 outreach to NRCS State Conservationists, State 

Source Water staff, progress, and outcomes: 

▪ Virginia:  Source Water Protection subcommittee- currently meeting 

▪ Delaware: Email; FY26 waiver 22%, added 13 practices; FY27 same areas 

▪ West Virginia: EPA, WVDOH, NRCS met to review previous criteria; 

Added to Watershed subcommittee; FY27 same areas 

▪ Maryland: Email; FY19 robust process waiver 26%; FY27 same areas  

▪ Pennsylvania: Email; EQIP priority watershed mapping meeting led to 

change FY27 SWP areas; water utility request to include area facilitated 

by NSWC, EPA R3, and PADEP 
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o NRCS has a SWP High Priority Areas map due to state source water staff sharing 

their GIS data. 

• Updates/highlights from region 3 states:  

o Virginia has an active Source Water Protection Subcommittee meeting regularly. 

o West Virginia strengthened engagement through its Watershed Subcommittee. 

o Delaware maintained previously expanded source water priority areas and 

conservation practices. 

o Back in 2019, Maryland expanded source water priority areas from approximately 

5% of the state to 26% through a collaborative planning effort between Maryland 

Department of the Environment, EPA Region 3, and NRCS.  

o After the last farm bill in 2018, Pennsylvania successfully added a new source 

water protection area: the Maiden Creek watershed 

▪ Funding source: the 2019 National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) 

Source Water Readiness Pilot (NRCS program) 

▪ Partners: EPA Region 3, PA NRCS, PADEP, Schuylkil Action Network 

(utilities and other partners) 

▪ Outcomes 

• NRCS provided $6.7M in funding, 13K acres treated, 411 

conservation plans 

• Nitrate levels have dropped 

• Leverage resources for multiple water improvement goals: 

drinking water and water quality co-benefits 

• Summary:  

o Farm Bill offers opportunities to address source water issues, especially through 

RCPP and NWQI 

o Connect utilities + collaboratives + agency partners with NRCS. The AWWA and 

the National Source Water Collaborative have the tools and resources to help 

 

Key points and action items 

• Building relationships has made SWP efforts more effective and simpler for both the 

Source Water Collaborative and EPA, making workload lighter as opportunities arise 

(such as in the farm bill reauthorization process). Consider (proactively) how DWSPP 

can engage in these opportunities in the Potomac watershed.  

• Revisit Source Water Protection area refinement as a topic at the November annual 

meeting 

• Expand information on various funding opportunities for Source Water Protection in 

DWSPP’s communications to members (Member News Drop newsletter), for example:  

o Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
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o Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) 

o National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) (DWSPP has leveraged in past years)  

o Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) 

o Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) funding for SWP 

• September 16 AWWA event about federal funding opportunities (by invitation only, 

reach out to Tracy if interested in attending) 

 

Emerging Federal Drinking Water Initiatives (UCMR 6 & CCL6): Regional 
Coordination Discussion 
Anne Spiesman, Fairfax Water 

• Drinking Water Contaminants on the horizon 

o MCLs coming soon:  

1. PFAS: Finalized April 2024; 2 proposals May 2026 (2 year extension; 

regulatory determination for PROA & PFOS) 

2. Perchlorate: Proposed January 2036, to be finalized by May 21, 2027 

3. Microbial Disinfection Byproducts (MDBPs): Proposal expected Summer 

2027 

4. Chromium VI: TDB 

o New monitoring:  

1. UCMR6 proposed for monitoring during 2028 – 2030. Opportunity to 

comment as individual members: open until August 31, 2026. 

o “Watch and wait”: CCL6 (Contaminant Candidate List) 

• CCL Framework is used to make regulatory determinations (long-term) 

o CCL: list of contaminants currently not subject to National Primary Drinking 

Water Regulations (NPDWR) but may need future regulation based on occurrence 

in drinking water, health effects & meaningful risk reduction 

• About CCL 6 

o Draft 4/2/2026; Final expected 11/17/2027 

o Draft CCL 6 

1. 75 chemicals 

2. 9 microbes 

3. 4 chemical groups - broad 

• Microplastics 

• Pharmaceuticals: all “drugs” under the Federal Food Drug 

Cosmetic Act 

• PFAS: all per CCL structural definition 
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• Disinfection byproducts (DBPs) 27 total. 23 from CCL 5 + 

bromochloroacetonitrile, chloral hydrate, chloronitamate anion, 

and trichloroacetonitrile 

• UCMR 6 

o Every 5 years, EPA publishes list of unregulated contaminants to be monitored by 

public water systems (PWSs) 

o UCMR6 proposed July 1, 2026 

o EPA informational webinars will take place on August 11 and 12 

o Comments due August 31 

o Sampling interval: 2028 – 2030 

o 30 chemical contaminants on the proposed list. 3 buckets:  

1. Solvents/chemical intermediates & explosives-related compounds 

2. Pesticides 

3. Ultrashort chain organofluorine compounds 

• Timeline of involvement/monitoring of UCMR contaminants in the Potomac River basin 

o UCMR1: Perchlorate, MTBE 

1. EPA R3 Perchlorate Occurrence Study in the Potomac River 

o UCMR2: Metolachlor, NDMA 

o UCMR3: Metals, chlorate, PFAS 

1. CEC Workgroup Seminar: Sources, Health Effects, Communications 

o UCMR4: Algal Toxins:  

1. Ad-hoc Algae Workgroup organized: EPA and Utility Presentations on 

UCMR requirements during DWSPP quarterly meetings 

o UCMR5: PFAS 

1. CEC Workgroup: PFAS Research on Potomac (variability study) 

2. U&II Workgroup: NPDES 

o UCMR6: Pesticides, Explosives, chemicals, short-chain PFAS 

• Brainstorm – UCMR6. How might DWSPP take action as a region and share workload?  

o In the PRB… 

1. Are any of the 11 pesticides used on major crops grown?  

2. Are any of the 12 solvents/explosives/chemical intermediates 

manufactured, stored or used in quantity? 

3. Do we have any insights on the occurrence of the 7 ultrashort chain 

organofluorine compounds? 

4. Do any members plan to comment on UCMR6? 

• Pesticides: The Maryland Department of Agriculture produces biennial pesticide-use 

reports based on survey data, including county-level information on pesticide use. These 

data may provide a useful resource for evaluating potential pesticide occurrence and 
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informing regional monitoring priorities. https://mda.maryland.gov/plants-

pests/pages/state_chemist_reports.aspxMWCOG and WSSC Water summarized 

comments for UCMR 6.  

• Discussion on PFAS detects in DWSPP variability study: PFPrA (benchmark indicator 

PFAS) made up the vast majority of PFAS detected in the samples. PFPrA is prevalent in 

source water nationwide, data shows.  

Key points & Action Items 

• UCMR 6 comments are due August 31, with monitoring proposed for 2028-2030. Some 

members are planning on submitting comments and can share with other members.  

• Proposed UCMR 6 monitoring includes pesticides, solvents, explosives-related 

compounds, and ultra-short-chain organofluorine compounds. 

• In the past, DWSPP has leveraged UCMR cycles to launch research, education, and 

monitoring initiatives. 

• Existing DWSPP PFAS data and forensics is already putting members ahead of the curve 

in terms of future regulations (PFPrA was discussed as an example). Internal DWSPP 

findings can be shared in the members-only email list.  
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